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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies of the 
references listed are of record in Application No. 09/189,284, filed November 10, 1998 (now 
U.S. Patent No. 6,673,438, issued January 6, 2004), from which the present application derives 
priority. In accordance with 37 CFR § 198(d), applicant is not enclosing additional copies of 
these references. It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during 
the prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

This information is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on 
the merits. No certification or fee is required. 

By submitting these references, Applicant does not admit that the references are 
prior art to or material to this application, and reserves the right to establish that any reference is 
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not prior art. Applicant does not represent that the references have been reviewed in detail; there 
may be details in the references of which Applicant is unaware. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John F. Dolan 
Registration No. 45,382 

Customer No. 22859 

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 

4000 Pillsbury Center 

200 South Sixth Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425 USA 

Telephone: (612)492-7000 

Facsimile: (612)492-7077 

Please grant any extension of time necessary for entry; charge any fee due to Deposit Account No. 06-1910. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this document is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 on 
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